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his	Pindar,	Charlie Williams,	Basil Blackwell’s	 old	
OUP	friend,	and	the	drama	critic,	Kenneth Tynan.		There	
are	others	too,	who	served	the	causes	of	the	University,	





Editor’s Note:  In next month’s issue Rita will con-
sider the role of women in the Blackwell story.  The 
modest Benjamin Harris is not forgotten; his begin-
nings in bookselling were the inspiration for the future 
bookselling and publishing “empire.”  But it is doubtful 
if his small shop “on the wrong side of Oxford’s City 
wall,” would ever have been revived if it had not been 
for the determination of his wife, Nancy. — KS
Endnotes
1.		Dame Jessica Rawson,	Preface,	in	Rita Ricketts,	Adventurers All:  Tales of Blackwellians, of 
Books, Bookmen and Reading and Writing Folk.’		Reading and Writing Folk,	Blackwell’s	2002.














14.	 A History of the City of Oxford,	Ruth Fasnacht,	Basil Blackwell,	1952,	p	193.
15.		Basil Blackwell,	notes	on	the	Functions	of	a	Good	Bookshop,	September	30	1952.
16.		Scrapbook,	Oxford City Library,	1855-1954,	p	5.
17.		The Public Library Act,	14	August	1850.	Joseph Taylor,	Oxford City Library,	1855-
1954,	pp	4	-7.
18.		op	cit,	Oxford Library	p	4.




23.	 	See,	for	example,	a	letter	from	Sir Basil to	J P Wells,	 the	Oxford City Librarian,	17	
February	1973.
24.		Basil Blackwell’s	notes,	Merton Blackwell Collection,	Oxford University.
25.		Marvell,	To His Coy Mistress.
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of Two Cities.	 	This	contradictory	statement,	
this	duality,	will	 also	serve	as	 the	 theme	 for	
this	November’s	28th	annual	Charleston Con-







Tale of Two Cities and	how	they	map	to	some	
critical	 scholarly	 communication	 issues	 sure	
to	be	discussed	in	Charleston.
“A dream, all a dream, that ends in noth-
ing, and leaves the sleeper where he lay down, 




and	 its	 recent	 adoption	 of	











including	 the	 timing	 of	 deposits,	 copyright	
retention	rights,	and	versioning.		Nevertheless,	
other	institutions	seemed	poised	to	follow	suit,	
including	Stanford’s School of Education	and	
Macquarie University	at	this	writing.		What	
influence will this have on scholars’ actual 
behavior,	publishers’	policies,	and	the	general	
accessibility	of	scholarship?		In	the	short	run,	
if	 other	 high	 profile	mandates	 such	 as	 the	
NIH’s	are	a	template,	the	impact	will	be	more	






traditional	 structures	 of	 informa-
tion	 dissemination.	 	That	 is	 the	
dream	of	open	access	advocates,	of	
course.		Or	it	may	be	that	Harvard	
has	 started	 a	 chain	 reaction	 that,	
like	 the	Dickens	 quote,	 “ends	 in	
nothing”.		In	any	event,	Harvard,	
“I	 wish	 you	 to	 know	 that	 you	
inspired	it.”
“Up the two terrace flights of steps the rain 
ran wildly, and beat at the great door, like a 

















ments,	 particularly	 when	 sectors	 like	 the	
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“The ghost of beauty, the ghost of stateli-
ness, the ghost of elegance, the ghost of pride, 
the ghost of frivolity, the ghost of wit, the ghost 
of youth, the ghost of age, all waiting their 




The	 effects	 of	 the	 scholarly	 communication	
crisis	have	been	keenly	felt	by	this	group	over	
the	past	two	decades.		Monographs	continue	to	
struggle finding a place within library budgets, 
as	 do,	 increasingly,	 print	 books	 in	 general.	








Electronic Publishing Initiative at Columbia 
(EPIC).		EPIC’s	goal	—	to	create	new	kinds	
of	 scholarly	 and	 educational	 publications	
through	 the	 use	 of	 new	media	 technologies	
—	has	already	resulted	in	the	development	of	
the	Columbia International Affairs Online 
and	Earthscape	platforms.		Penn State Press 
and	the University Libraries	have	partnered	
on	an	Office of Digital Scholarly Publishing 
to recognize efficiencies on project manage-
ment,	budgeting,	and	opportunity	evaluation.	




I Hear the Train A Comin’
from page 92
“´... tell Wind and Fire 
where to stop,’ returned ma-
dame; ´but don’t tell me.’”




ter.	 	As	 I	 mentioned	 in	 a	
recent	Train	 column,	China	
is	growing	as	both	a	creator	
and	 consumer	 of	 scholarly	
content.		The	supporting	data	are	in	some	ways	
staggering.  To briefly recap, China’s GDP	
investment	 in	 research	and	development	will	
grow	 from	around	1%	earlier	 this	 decade	 to	
2.5%	 in	2020.	 	Higher	 education	 enrollment	
has increased more than five-fold since 1996. 
China	had	a	20-fold	increase	in	publications	in	









eign	 collaborators.	 	Visas	 regulations	 restrict	
face-to-face	 interaction	 among	 international	
team	members.		Espionage	concerns	cabin	off	





name of scientific advancement.  One notable 
example	is	the	American Association for the 
Advancement of Science’s	recently	launched	




tional scientific collaboration will be eroded and 
perhaps	overrun	in	the	coming	years.
“You anticipate what I would say, though 
you cannot know how earnestly I say it, how 
earnestly I feel it, without knowing my secret 
heart, and the hopes and fears and anxieties 





at	 least	 has	 a	 hand	 in	 feeding	me.	 	Having	
said	that,	the	ever-increasing		immediacy	and	





and professional, profound and piffling, insight 
and	 inanity	 have	 never	 been	 blurrier.	 	How	
do these networks influence the way scholars 








“It is a far, far better thing that I do, than 
I have ever done; it is a far, far better rest that 




the	Charleston Conference	 is	 in	 session?	
Catching	 up	with	 old	 friends.	 	 Exchanging	
ideas	on	the	next	big	thing	with	colleagues.	
Holding	court	in	an	overstuffed	armchair	as	
a	 session	 ends	 and	 familiar	 faces	 pour	 out,	
enlightened	 and	 invigorated.	 	And	 crashing	
into	the	hotel	bed	after	a	full	day	of	intellec-














you	are	 interested	 in	 engaging	more	directly	 in	
international	 standardization,	please	 contact	 the	
NISO offices at nisohq@niso.org.		
Endnotes
1.	Contrary	 to	 popular	 belief,	 ISO	 is	 not	
an	 acronym	 for	 the	 name	 in	 a	 different	
language.	 	Because	the	organization	name	
would	 have	 different	 acronyms	 for	 each	
language,	the	short	name	of	ISO	was	chosen	
—	derived	 from	 the	Greek	 isos,	meaning	




Amazon	 could	 be	 the	 collector	 of	 university	
presses?		Were	this	to	happen,	the	effects	of	the	
POD butterfly might not end here.  With Amazon	
involved,	what	will	happen	 to	academic	book	
vendors?	 	Maybe	Amazon	 could	 buy	 one	 or	
more	of	approval	vendors	and	simplify	the	whole	
process.		We	live	in	interesting	times.		Watch	out	
for butterflies! 	
